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(cuxr^ixtly amerided) A suture anchoring system, comprising: 



a suture; and 

at least three anchor members ixdierconnected to form an anchor assembly with said 
suture extending therefrom, said anchor assembly having an insertioja configuration sized for 
delivery through an . aperture in bodily tissue and being transitionable to an ex5>anded 
configuration sized to prevent passage of said anchor assembly back through the apertur e^ said 
suture forming a first loop and a second loop: and 

an actuating member extending tibrough at least one of said loons . 

2. (origihal) The system of claim 1 , wherein saiid expanded configuration of said 
anchor assembly comprises a triangular-sh^ed arrangenient of said at least three anchor 
members. 

3. (original) The system of claim 1, wherein said expanded configuration of said 
anchor assembly comprises a side-by-side arrangement of said at least three anchor members. 

4. (original) TTae system of claim 3, wherein said side-by-side arrangement of said 
at least three anchor members comprises an alignment of said at least three anchor members in a 
substantially parallel relationship relative to one another. 

5* (original) The system of claim 1 , wherein said at least three anchor members are 
aligned in a substantially linear arrangement 1o define said insertion configuration of said anchor 
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assembly, and wherein said at least three anchor members are transitioiied to a non-linear 
azrangexneixtto define said e?qpanded configuration of said anchor assembly. 

6. (original) The system of claim 1., wherein said at least three anchor members are 
interconnected in series to form said andbor assembly. 

7. (original) The system of claim 1 , wherein said at least three anchor members 
include first and second outer anchor members and at least one intermediate anchor member. 

8. (original) The system of claim 7, wherein said at least one intermediate anchor 
member is positioned transversely between said first and second outer anchor members to at least 
partially define said expanded configuration of said anchor assembly. 

9. (original) The system of claim 7, wherein said first and second outer anchor 
members are drawn toward one another to at least partially define said expanded configuration of 
said anchor assembly. 

1 0. (origioal) The system of claim 9, wherein said expanded configuration of said 
anchor assembly comprises a triangular-shaped arrangement of said at least three anchor 
members with said at least one intermediate anchor member extending transversely between said 
first and second outer anchor members. 

1 1 . (original) The system of claim 10, wherein each of said first and second outer 
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anchor members includes first and second end portions, said at least one intermediate andior 
member esctending laterally between said first end portions of said outer anchor naembers, said 
second end portions of said outer anchor members being drawn toward one another to provide 
said triangular-shaped arrangement of said at least three anchor members 

12. (original) The system of claim 9, wherein said ejtpanded configuration of said 
anchor assraobly comprises a side-by-side axxangem^t of said at least three anchor members 
with said at least one intecmediate anchor member positioned laterally between said first and 
.second outer_an^prinembCTS, 

13* (ori^nal) The system of claim 12, wherein said anchor assembly coinprises two 
of said intermediate anchor members positioned laterally between said first and second outer 
anchor members in a side-by-side relationship to define said expanded configuration of said 
anchor assembly. 

14, (currently amended) A sutore anchormg systenu comprising: 
a suture: 

at least three anchPi: mgmb^rg mtgycppnected tp fqym a^ mPhOT a$sen;ibly wilji said 
suture extending tfaerefronju wherein said at least three anchor members include fi rst and second , 
outer anchor members and at least one intennediate anchor member, and said anchor assembly 
having an insertion configuration sized for delivery through an aperture bx bodily tissue and 
being transitionable to an expanded configuration sized to prevent passage of said anchor 
assembly back tfaroueh the aperture: The system of claim 12. fiirther cornxm sm^ 
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a first actuating element exteading through a first loop structure associated with said first 
outer asdior member and through a $ecotxd loop structure associated with said second outer 
. anchor member; and 

a second actuating element secured to said anchor assembly adjaceixt $aid at least one 
intermediate anchor member; and 

A/^Aerein said first and second outer anchor members are drawn toward one another by 
pulling said first actuating element in a direction away from said anchor assembly to at least 
partially transition said anchor assembly toward said expanded configuration; and 

wherein-said-atleast_oue_interm^ediate_an^ is positioned laterally between said 

first and second outer anchor members by pulling said second actuating element in a direction 
away from said anchor assenibly to fiirther transition said anchor assembly toward said esq^anded 
configuration. 

15. (currently amended) A suture anchoring system, comprising: 
a suture; 

at least three anchor members interconnected to form an anchor assembly with said 

' suture extending therefirom. wherein said at least three anchor members include j6ur$t and second 

outer anchor members and at least one intetmediate anchor member, and said anchor assembly 

having an insertion conjSlguration sized for delivery through an aperture in bodily tissue and 

being transitionable to an expanded configuration sized to prevent passage of said anchor 

assembly ba ck throng die apCTture: and 

The system of claim 7 ?- further oomprioing an actuating element extending tibrough a first 

loop structure associated with said first outer anchor member and through a second loop structure 
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associated wth said second out^ anchor member; and 

\^4ierein said first and second outer anchor members are drawn toward one another by 
pulling said actuating element in a direction away &om said anchor assembly to at least partially 
transition said anchor assembly toward said expanded configuration. 

16. (original) The system of claim 1 5, wherein each of said at least three anchor 
members has a tabular configuration defining an axial passage extending therethrough, said at 
least three anchor members beiog serially interconnected by a linking element extending through 
-said axial-passage in each o£smd at least l^ejm^^ members to form said anchor assembly, 
looped end portions of said linking element defioung said first and second loop structuxes 
associated with said first and second outer anchor members. • • 

17* (original) The system of claim 16, wherein each of said Unking element and said 
actuating element comprises a suture. 

18. (original) The sy^ein of claim 7, vdierein each of said at least three anchor 
members has a tubular configuration defining an axial passage extending therethrough, said at 
least three anchor members being serially interconnected by a linking element extending through 
said axial passage in each of said at least three anchor members to form said anchor assembly. 

19. (currently amended) A suture anchoring system, comprising: 
a suture: 

at least three anchor members interconnected to form an anchor assembly with said 
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suture extending therefrom, wherein said at least three anchor members include first and second 
outer anchor members and at least one inteamediate anchor member, and said anchor assembly 
having an inserrion configuration sized for delivery through an aperture in bodily tissue and 
beinp transitionable to an expand ed confip uration sized to prevent passage of said anchor 
assembly back through the aperture, wherein each of said at least three anchor members has a 
tubular conj5.guration dcjGbadng an axial passage extending therethrough, said at least three anchor 
members being serially in terconnected |yv « ^inlHnp elemeiit evtendiTip throuph said axij^T pflctsaoft 
in each of said at least three anchor members to form said anchor assembly; and 

Th e sy stem of claim 18^ further comprioing an actuating element extending thioxigh a first 
looped end portion of said linking element adjacent said first oxrter anchor member and through a 
second looped end portion of said linking element adjacent said second outer anchor member; 
and 

wherein said first and second outer anchor members are drawn toward one another by. 
pulling said actuating element in a dhrection away from said anchor assembly to at least partially 
transition said anchor assembly toward said expanded configuration, 

20. (cancelled) 

21. (currently amended) The system of claim 3© £ wherein said expanded 
configuration of said anchor assembly comprises an arrangement selected &om the group 

* consisting of a triangular-shaped arrangement and a side-by-side arrangement of said at least 
three anchor members. 
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22. (cxirrently amended) The system of daiiti 3d 5, wherein said at least three anchor . 
members include &st and second outer anchor members and at least one intermediate anchor 
member; and 

wherein said outer anchor members are drawn toward one another to at least partially 
define said expanded configuration of said anchor assembly* 

23. (original) The system of claim 22, wherein said expanded configuration of said 
anchor assembly comprises a triangular-shaped arrangement of said at least tisree anchor 
membersAvith-said-atJeast.one,intenne di£tte anch or member ext^ding transversely between said 
first and second outer anchor members. 

24. (drigin3l) The system of claim 22, wherein said expanded configuration of said 
anchor ass^bly comprises a side-by-side arrangement of said at least three anchor members 
with said at least one intermediate anchor member positioned lateially between said first and 
second outer anchor members. 

25. (ciwrently amended) A suture anchorijog system, comprising: 
a suture; and 

at least three anchor members interconnected to form an anchor assembly with said 

suture extending therefi'Om, said anchor assembly including first and second outer anchor 

members and at least one intermediate anchor member, said suture fonning a first loop and a 

second 1oot)> said anchor assembly having an insertion configuration \^*ierein said anchor 

members axe aligned in a substantially linear arrangement for delivery through an aperture in 
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bodjUly tissue and an expanded cM3nfiguration wherein said first and second outer anchor members 
are drawn toward one another to define a non-linear arrangement to prevent passage of said 
anchor assembly back through the aperture : and 

an actuating member extending tfatoufih at least one of said loops. 

26. (original) The system of claim 25, wherein said nott-Knear arrangement of said . 
anchor assembly comprises a triangular-shaped arrangement with said at least one intermediate 
anchor member extending transversely between said first and second outer anchor members. 

27. (original) Thesystemof claim 25, wherein said non-linear arrangement of said 
anchor assembly comprises a side-by-side airangement with said at least one intermediate anchor 
member positioned laterally between said fixst and second outer anchor members. 

28. (currently amended) A suture anchoring system, comprising: 
a suture: and 

at least three anchor members interconnected to fomi an anchor assembly with said 
suture extending thcrefirom. said anchor assembly includipg first and second outer anchor 
members and at least one intermediate anchor member, said anchor assembly havinp; an insertion 
configuration and an expanded configuration to prevent passage of said anchor assembly back 
thrmiph the aperture: and 

Th e sygtem of claim 25, fiuther oomprising an actuating element extending through a first 
loop structure associated with said first outer anchor membar and through a second loop structure 
associated with said second outer anchor member;.«ad 
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whereiix said first and second outer anchor members are drawn toward one another by 
pulling said actuating element in a dixection away from said anchor assembly to at least partially 
transition said anchor assembly toward said expanded configuration. 

29. (original) Thesystemof claim 28, \Js4iereineadi of said at least three anchor 
members has a tabular configuration defining an axial passage extending therethrough, said at 
least three anchor members being serially intercomxected by a linking element extending through 
said axial passage iii each of said at least three anchor members to form said anchor assembly, 
- looped-cnd-portions of said.linMng ele ment defijod ng said first and second loop structures 

associated wiflx said first and second outer anchor members. 

30-34. (cancelled) 

35. (original) A suture anchoring system, comprising: 
a suture; 

a plurality of anchor members interconnected to form an anchor assembly with said 
suture extending therefrom, said anchor assembly having an insertion &o]ofiguration wherein said 
anchor members are aligned in a substantially linear arrangetnent for delivery through an 
aperture m bodily tissue and an expanded configuration A^erein first and second ones of said 
anchor members are drawn toward one another to define a non-^linear arrangement to prevent 
passage of said anchor assembly back throu^ the aperture; and 

an actuating element extending through a first loop structure associated with said first 

anchor member and through a second loop structure associated with said second anchor member, 
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wherein said first and second anchor members are drawn toward one another by pulling said 
actuating element in a direction away j5rom said anchor assembly to at least partially transition 
said anchor assembly toward said expanded configuration. 

36. (original) This system ofclaim 35, wherela said plurality of anchor members 
includes at least one intermediate anchor member positioned between said fixsrt and second 
anchor members, said non-linear axrangement of said anchor assembly comprises a triai^ular- 
shaped configuration with said at least one intemiediate anchor member extending transversely 

-bet^'een-said.&st.and-second^anchOTmiCTa 

37. (original) The system of claim 35, vsiierein said plurality of anchor members 
includes at least one intermediate anchor member positioned between said first and second 
anchor members^ said non-linear arrangement of saidi anchor assembly comprises a side-^by-side 
configuration with said at least one intennediate anchor member positioned laterally between 
said first and second anchor members^ 

38- (original) The system of claim 35, wherein each of said anchor members has a 
tubular configuration defining an axial passage extending therethrough, said anchor members 
being seriaiiy intercounected by a linking element extending through said axial passage in each 
of said anchor members to form said anchor assembly, looped end portions of said linking 
element defining said first and second loop structures associated with said first arid second 
anchor members. 
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39. (original) The system of claim 38, wherein each of said Ijukiag element and said 
actuating element comprises a suture. 

40-55- (cancelled) 

56. (new) A suture anchoring system, comprising: 
a suture; and 

at lea^t two anchor members interconnected to form an anchor assembly with said suture 
extrading^th^fix^ a^ichor assembly havingan insertion configuration sized for delivery 

ibtough an aperture in bodily tissue and being transitionable to an expanded configuration sized 
to prevent passage of said anchor assembly back through the apertur e; said suture forming at 
least one loop: and 

an actuating memb^ extending through said at least one loop . 

57. (new) The system of clamx 56, further comprising a second actuating member 
that engages said suture at a point between said anchor members. 

58. (new) 'Die system of claim 57, wherein said second actuating member is looped 
about said suture. 

59. (new) The system of claim 56, wherein said at least one loop of said suture 
comprises first and second loops, and said actuating member extends through both loops. 
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. 60. (new) The system of claim 1 , wiierem said actuating member extends through 
said first loop md said second loop. 

61 . (new) The system of claim 1, further comprising a second actuating taeinber 
looped about said suture. 

62, (new) The system of claim 28, wherein said insertion coniOiguration is one in 
which said anchor members aligned in a substantially linear arrangement for delivqy through an 

apertiire.in-bodily_tissH.e^ 

63; (new) The systeni of claim 28, wherein said expanded configuration is one in 
which first and second outer anchor members are drawn toward one another to define a non- 
linear arrangement. 

64. (new) A method for anchoring a suture to bodily tissue, comprisit^g: 
providing a device according to claim 1; 

aligning the at least three anchor members in a substantially linear configuration; 

inserting fixe at least three anchor members through an aperture in the bodily tissue while 
in the linear configuration; and 

transitioning the at least three anchor members firom the linear configuration to a non- 
linear configuration to prevent passage of the anchor assembly back tiirough the aperture. 
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